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BACK TO SCHOOL AMIDST COVID-19 IMPACTS:
A PERSPECTIVE REPORT

ABSTRACT

Man\ Canadian Vchool jXUiVdicWionV haYe implemenWed
YiUWXal leaUning in lighW of UiVing COVID-19 caVeV ZiWhin
commXniWieV. The choice of Ueopening VchoolV oU
conWinXing YiUWXal leaUning iV a comple[ one ZiWh
mXlWiple aVpecWV and VWakeholdeUV Wo conVideU. In WhiV
papeU, Vome of Whe faciliWaWoUV and baUUieUV in online
leaUning foU elemenWaU\ VWXdenWV Zill be diVcXVVed.

Some poViWiYe aVpecWV of YiUWXal leaUning Wo conVideU aUe
fle[ibiliW\ in Wiming dXe Wo aV\nchUonoXV Weaching and
inVWUXcWional meWhodV WhaW edXcaWoUV can emplo\, VXch aV
engaging ZiWh a YaUieW\ of YiUWXal pUogUamV and acWiYiWieV
foU VWXdenWV Wo XVe. TheUe can be incUeaVed acceVV Wo
UeVoXUceV, paUWicXlaUl\ in UXUal commXniWieV. In addiWion,
online leaUning iV aVVociaWed ZiWh a gUeaWeU coXUVe cUediW
compleWion and Vchool compleWion.[1]

One baUUieU Wo effecWiYe online leaUning iV Whe higheU leYel
of Velf-UegXlaWion WhaW YiUWXal enYiUonmenWV UeqXiUe in
compaUiVon Wo in-peUVon, Zhich \oXngeU VWXdenWV aUe VWill
deYeloping.[2] IW iV cUXcial WhaW online leaUning foU
elemenWaU\ 
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AlWhoXgh Whe meUiWV of in-peUVon leaUning oXWZeigh
WhoVe of YiUWXal leaUning foU elemenWaU\ VWXdenWV,
online leaUning iV ofWen implemenWed in UeVponVe Wo
UiVing caVeV of COVID-19. AV VXch, Whe VignificanW
nXmbeU of baUUieUV Wo UemoWe leaUning mXVW be
addUeVVed in oUdeU Wo pUomoWe effecWiYe and healWh
conVcioXV leaUning foU VWXdenWV dXUing Whe pandemic.
SWXdenWV haYe been facing challengeV ZiWh Velf-
UegXlaWion, ZoUk managemenW and lack of Vocio-
emoWional connecWionV Zhile WeacheUV haYe been
facing obVWacleV UelaWed Wo effecWiYel\ XVing
Wechnolog\ Wo deliYeU conWenW and engage VWXdenWV.
PaUenWV haYe VWUXggled Wo XndeUVWand and fXlfill WheiU
Uole VXppoUWing WheiU childUen ZiWhin Whe online
Vchool enYiUonmenW. ConVideUing Whe peUVpecWiYeV
pUeVenWed in Whe liWeUaWXUe, effoUWV VhoXld be made Wo
pUomoWe connecWedneVV and VXppoUW foU familieV
dXUing WhiV difficXlW Wime. A UeVoXUce WoolkiW iV
VXggeVWed foU caUegiYeUV of childUen enUolled in
online Vchool Wo implemenW VWUaWegieV aW home Wo
aVViVW WheiU childUen in WheiU edXcaWion.

FRAMING THE PROBLEM
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OXU pUopoVed plan of acWion focXVeV Vpecificall\ on
caUegiYeUV of online Vchool VWXdenWV.

We Zill be deYeloping a UeVoXUce WhaW pUoYideV
caUegiYeUV ZiWh UecommendaWionV on hoZ Whe\ can beVW
aVViVW WheiU childɔV leaUning e[peUience fUom home. The
infoUmaWion pUoYided Zill be deYeloped in collaboUaWion
ZiWh YaUioXV VWakeholdeUV inYolYed in Whe deliYeU\ of
edXcaWion Wo VWXdenWV, aV deVcUibed beloZ. ThiV WoolkiW
aimV Wo inVWill confidence in caUegiYeUV and WheiU abiliW\ Wo
VXppoUW WheiU childUen in edXcaWion, Zhile pUoYiding
VWUaWegieV WhaW e[Wend be\ond Whe conWe[W of Vchool.

Since Whe WUanViWion Wo online leaUning, VWXdenWV haYe been
VWUXggling ZiWh Velf-UegXlaWion and VchedXling in WeUmV of
engaging ZiWh WheiU Vchool ZoUk and ph\Vical iVolaWion
fUom WheiU peeUV and WeacheUV, Zhich iV eVVenWial Wo WheiU
Vocio-emoWional connecWion and edXcaWional gUoZWh.[9-
11] AddiWionall\, VWXdenWV ZiWh diVabiliWieV do noW haYe
acceVV Wo Whe Vame VXppoUW Whe\ UeceiYed ZiWh in peUVon
claVVeV, VXch aV ZiWhin-Vchool aideV, aVViVWiYe deYiceV and
Vpecial accommodaWionV, adding fXUWheU baUUieUV and
amplif\ing Whe cXUUenW challengeV faced b\ VWXdenWV
alUead\.[12-13] OXU WoolkiW Zill pUoYide caUegiYeUV ZiWh
VWUaWegieV Wo diUecWl\ VXppoUW WheiU childUen in YaUioXV
aVpecWV of Vchool, inclXding VchedXling of ZoUk Wime and
pla\ Wime, managing WheiU deadlineV and keeping Xp ZiWh
homeZoUk, along ZiWh VXppoUWing WheiU Zellbeing b\
idenWif\ing peUVonal challengeV WheiU child faceV. 

SWXdeQWV

TeacKeUV

elemenWaU\ Vchool age gUoXpV inclXde VWUaWegieV foU
moniWoUing VWXdenW engagemenW, VXppoUW in managing Whe
conWenW and pacing of coXUVeV, aV Zell aV VXppoUW foU
familieV. The paUWneUVhip and collaboUaWion beWZeen Whe
childɔV gXaUdian and WheiU WeacheU iV an eVVenWial one.[2]
PaUenWal inYolYemenW in leaUning iV foXnd Wo be coUUelaWed
ZiWh higheU VWXdenW academic achieYemenW.[3] ThiV
UelaWionVhip iV peUhapV eYen moUe peUWinenW in an online
VeWWing giYen Whe facW WhaW paUenWV pla\ a laUgeU Uole in
WheiU childɔV dail\ leaUning Vince leaUning WakeV place aW
home ZheUe paUenWV aUe alVo ZoUking UemoWel\. The UoleV
of caUegiYeUV and WeacheUV aUe modified aV paUenWV Wake
on Whe moWiYaWoU and gXiding Uole in Whe leaUning,
compaUed Wo WeacheUV Zho aUe conWenW pUoYideUV.[3] ThiV
heighWened collaboUaWion beWZeen caUegiYeUV and WeacheUV
can be a difficXlW one Wo manage and negoWiaWe, eVpeciall\
aV iW iV noYel Wo eYeU\one and haV \eW Wo be fXll\ e[ploUed.
SWXdieV haYe noWed WhaW paUenWV haYe UepoUWed difficXlWieV
in naYigaWing online UeVoXUceV and deWeUmining hoZ Wo
beVW VXppoUW WheiU child dXUing YiUWXal leaUning. A USA-
baVed VWXd\ eYalXaWing Whe ineqXaliWieV inheUenW in YiUWXal
leaUning foXnd WhaW Whe VignificanW incUeaVe in paUenWV
Veeking oXW online leaUning UeVoXUceV foU WheiU childUen
YaUied dUaVWicall\ acUoVV Vocio-economic bUackeWV.[4]
ThiV finding, in addiWion Wo oWheU liWeUaWXUe conclXVionV,
leadV Wo Whe XndeUVWanding WhaW online leaUning haV been
Zidening Vocioeconomic edXcaWion gapV.[4] EqXali]ing
edXcaWional oppoUWXniWieV, VXch aV Whe oneV moUe
commonl\ offeUed b\ in peUVon Vchooling, ZoXld VeUYe
Wo minimi]e achieYemenW gapV WhaW coXld become eYidenW
in Whe fXWXUe.

A benefiW of YiUWXal leaUning iV Whe incUeaVed pXblic healWh
VafeW\ of minimi]ing Whe Vocial inWeUacWion of VWXdenWV
WhaW in peUVon leaUning enWailV WheUeb\ minimi]ing cloVe
conWacW and Whe chance of Whe YiUXV VpUeading fXUWheU.
HoZeYeU, ZiWh Whe minimi]aWion of Vocial inWeUacWion b\
opWing foU YiUWXal leaUning, oWheU healWh UiVkV aUe
e[aceUbaWed. A VWXd\ dXUing Whe eaUl\ VWageV of COVID-
19 haV VXggeVWed an incUeaVe in Whe pUeYalence of
diVoUdeUV, VXch aV an[ieW\ and depUeVVion amongVW \oXWh.
[5] ElemenWaU\ aged VWXdenWV in paUWicXlaU aUe XndeUgoing
a YeU\ VenViWiYe deYelopmenWal peUiod.[6] ThXV, Whe loVV
of UegXlaU UoXWine and Vocial inWeUacWion, along ZiWh Whe
pUolonged VWUeVVoUV of Whe pandemic can be haUmfXl noW
onl\ in Whe VhoUW WeUm bXW in Whe long WeUm aV Zell.[5-7]
SWUaWegieV Wo pUomoWe UeVilience and adapWabiliW\ in WhiV
age gUoXp VhoXld be encoXUaged.

AlWhoXgh, Whe YaUioXV impacWV of Whe YiUWXal leaUning
enYiUonmenW on elemenWaU\ aged VWXdenWVɔ deYelopmenW
and menWal healWh VhoXld be accoXnWed
foU ZiWh Whe poVVible UiVk of Ueopening
VchoolV.[8] DeVpiWe Whe facW WhaW elem-
enWaU\ VchoolV aUe Ueopening, ZiWh a
UeeYalXaWion of Whe ViWXaWion, iW iV poV-
Vible WhaW cloVXUeV enVXe and VWXdenWV
Zill UeWXUn Wo YiUWXal leaUning. In
WhiV caVe, iW iV impoUWanW Wo
adapW YiUWXal leaUning Wo
addUeVV Whe afoUemenWioned

challengeV WhaW e[iVW Wo impUoYe leaUning foU VWXdenWV,
WheiU familieV and WeacheUV.

Online plaWfoUmV haYe pUeVenWed mXlWiple challengeV foU
edXcaWoUV UelaWing Wo Whe acceVVibiliW\ of leaUning
plaWfoUmV, adjXVWmenWV in WheiU Weaching meWhodV, aV Zell
aV addiWional ZoUkload in an online VeWWing.[14-15]
TeacheUV haYe e[pUeVVed Wo goYeUnmenW Whe need foU
beWWeU inVWiWXWional inYeVWmenW in moUe adYanced
WechnologieV and WUaining Wo enhance Whe qXaliW\ of
conWenW deliYeU\ and claVV engagemenW.[16-17] ThiV
WoolkiW Zill be deYeloped ZiWh diUecW conVXlWaWion and
inpXW fUom Whe WeacheUVɔ aVVociaWion of Whe UeVpecWiYe
Vchool boaUd Whe WoolkiW iV offeUed in, Wo enVXUe WhaW Whe
edXcaWoU peUVpecWiYe iV aW Whe foUefUonW of Whe VWUaWegieV
and inVWUXcWionV pUoYided. B\ pUoYiding VWUaWegieV WhaW
caUegiYeUV can XVe Wo VXppoUW WheiU child, Whe\ alVo
indiUecWl\ VXppoUW WeacheUV b\ leVVening WheiU ZoUkload of
enVXUing indiYidXal VWXdenWV'.
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PaUenWV and caUegiYeUV haYe been VWUXggling Wo idenWif\
WheiU Uole in online leaUning, eVpeciall\ naYigaWing WheiU
UelaWionVhip ZiWh WeacheUV.[18] AV VXch, Whe WoolkiW Zill
highlighW Wangible iWemV WhaW caUegiYeUV can do Wo VXppoUW
WheiU child (e.g. helping Wo VeW Xp WheiU UemoWe plaWfoUmV,
VXpeUYiVion) and ZhaW iWemV WeacheUV Zill be UeVponVible
foU (e.g. engaging Whe child dXUing claVV Wime). ThiV Zill
help foVWeU a collaboUaWiYe UelaWionVhip, Zhile enVXUing
boWh paUWieV VWill haYe a VignificanW Uole in Whe childɔV
VXcceVV. AddiWionall\, Whe WoolkiW Zill coYeU WipV foU
Wechnological Wechnological VXppoUW VXch aV inWeUneW
connecWion and plaWfoUm naYigaWion foU WhoVe caUegiYeUV
Zho ma\ noW be aV comfoUWable ZiWh online VeWWingV.[19]

AdPLQLVWUaWLRQ & ScKRRO BRaUd

The OnWaUio MiniVWU\ of EdXcaWion and pUoYincial Vchool
boaUdV Zill pla\ a YiWal Uole in Whe UegXlaWion and
diVWUibXWion of WhiV WoolkiW. ThUoXghoXW Whe COVID-19
pandemic, commXnicaWion haV been fUagmenWed beWZeen
Vchool boaUdV WhemVelYeV dXe Wo Whe incUeaVed iVolaWion
of Vchool-Wo-Vchool managemenW in YiUWXal edXcaWion,
WhXV calling foU a gUeaWeU need foU a VWandaUdi]ed
appUoach (20). AV VXch, WhiV WoolkiW Zill be diVWUibXWed
ZiWhin each Vchool Wo enVXUe WhaW commXniWieV haYe
eqXal, WUanVpaUenW commXnicaWion; each Vchool Zill
UeceiYe

PaUeQWV & CaUeJLYeUV

FUTURE DIRECTIONS
BecaXVe Whe COVID-19 pandemic iV a d\namic,
eYolYing ViWXaWion, Ze Zill haYe Wo enVXUe WhaW Whe
WoolkiW iV adapWable and applicable if ciUcXmVWanceV
change. ThiV iV eVpeciall\ impoUWanW ZiWh Whe
Ueopening of man\ OnWaUio VchoolV, in Zhich caVe
oXU WoolkiW ZoXld be moUe YalXable if paiUed ZiWh in-
peUVon WipV VXch aV Vocial diVWancing and oWheU
pUecaXWionaU\ meaVXUeV.[21] DeVpiWe Whe challengeV
YiUWXal leaUning pUeVenWV, Whe pandemic haV
highlighWed online leaUning aV a poVVibiliW\ in Whe
fXWXUe. AV VXch, oXU WoolkiW ZoXld UeqXiUe a moUe
compUehenViYe, long-WeUm UeYiVion WhaW conVideUV
hoZ Wo haYe VXVWained acceVVibiliW\ and a poViWiYe
e[peUience foU all VWakeholdeUV inYolYed. HoZeYeU,
befoUe VXch fXUWheU UeYiVionV and UecommendaWionV
aUe made, VWakeholdeUV mXVW obWain and eYalXaWe Whe
effecWiYeneVV of Whe WoolkiW Wo addUeVV iWV VWUengWhV
and idenWif\ aUeaV of impUoYemenW.  
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CBC Q.d. KWWSV://ZZZ.cbc.ca/QeZV/caQada/WRURQWR/RQWaULR-VcKRRO-UeRSeQLQg-SOaQV-1.5897939 (acceVVed FebUXaU\ 12, 2021). 
MRUe OQWaULR VcKRROV UeRSeQ WR LQ-SeUVRQ OeaUQLQg - CLW\NeZV TRURQWR Q.d. KWWSV://WRURQWR.cLW\QeZV.ca/2021/02/08/RQWaULR-VcKRROV-LQ-SeUVRQ-OeaUQLQg-
cRYLd19/ (acceVVed FebUXaU\ 12, 2021). 
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UeceiYe a WoolkiW ZiWh Whe Vame baVelineV VWUXcWXUe and
commXnicaWion faceWV. The OnWaUio College of TeacheUV
Zill alVo be diUecWl\ inYolYed in Whe cUeaWion of WhiV
WoolkiW Wo enVXUe Whe WeacheUVɔ peUVpecWiYe and e[peUWiVe
aUe being inclXded in iWV implemenWaWion.[20]
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