
THE INFODEMIC: SUSCEPTIBILITY TO
MISINFORMATION AMONGST CHILDREN

EaUOieU WhiV \eaU, Whe WRUOd HeaOWh OUgaQi]aWiRQ
decOaUed aQ iQfRdePic[1]: aQ ɖe[ceVViYe aPRXQW Rf
iQfRUPaWiRQ abRXW a SURbOeP WhaW iV W\SicaOO\
XQUeOiabOe, VSUeadV UaSidO\, aQd PaNeV a VROXWiRQ
PRUe difficXOW WR achieYe"[2]. ReceQWO\, UeVeaUcheUV
fRXQd WhaW 24.8% Rf WZeeWV iQcOXded
PiViQfRUPaWiRQ, ZhiOe 17.4% iQcOXded XQYeUifiabOe
iQfRUPaWiRQ.[3] MRVW cRPPRQO\, PiViQfRUPaWiRQ iV
a UecRQfigXUaWiRQ Rf e[iVWiQg iQfRUPaWiRQ VRXUced
fURP cRUSRUaWiRQV, gRYeUQPeQWV, aQd Whe Pedia.
FRU e[aPSOe, iQ Whe WZeeWV UeVeaUcheUV ZeUe
aQaO\]iQg, WRSicV Rf PiViQfRUPaWiRQ UaQged fURP
PedicaO/SXbOic heaOWh, fiQaQciaO, aQd/RU
VRciRSROiWicaO.[3] ThiV caQ be a daQgeU WR SXbOic
VafeW\, eVSeciaOO\ dXUiQg a gORbaO SaQdePic ZheQ
SeRSOe UeO\ RQ VRciaO Pedia WR iQfRUP Whe
SUeYeQWaWiYe acWiRQV Whe\ WaNe. AOWhRXgh chiOdUeQ
Pa\ be diVSURSRUWiRQaWeO\ affecWed b\
PiViQfRUPaWiRQ, edXcaWiRQ caQ heOS PiQiPi]e WhRVe
effecWV. 

YRXQgeU chiOdUeQ Pa\ be eVSeciaOO\ VXVceSWibOe WR
PiViQfRUPaWiRQ dXe WR WheiU OacN Rf cRgQiWiYe
PaWXUiW\ iQ WeUPV Rf WheiU PXOWi-UeSUeVeQWaWiRQaO
abiOiWieV, PePRU\ abiOiWieV, aQd fRUPaWiRQ Rf
VchePaV. MXOWi-UeSUeVeQWaWiRQaO abiOiWieV aOORZ RQe
WR ViPXOWaQeRXVO\ hROd aQd cRPSaUe diffeUeQW
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Rf aQ eYeQW, Zhich aidV iQ
ideQWif\iQg PiViQfRUPaWiRQ.[4] ReVeaUch haV VhRZQ
WhaW fRUgeWWiQg Whe VRXUce Rf Whe iQfRUPaWiRQ
iQcUeaVeV VXVceSWibiOiW\ WR PiViQfRUPaWiRQ PRUe
WhaQ fRUgeWWiQg eYeQW deWaiOV, hRZeYeU, fXUWheU
UeVeaUch iV QeceVVaU\ WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe e[acW
PechaQiVP fRU WhiV fiQdiQg.[5] A chiOdɔV
VXVceSWibiOiW\ WR PiViQfRUPaWiRQ iV fXUWheU
iQcUeaVed b\ WheiU deYeORSiQg VchePaV:
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ abRXW cRPPRQ
UeOaWiRQVhiSV WhaW aUe fRUPed acURVV PXOWiSOe
SeUieQceV.[6] AOWhRXgh OiWWOe iV NQRZQ abRXW hRZ
chiOdUeQ aQd adROeVceQWV fRUP VchePaV, iW iV
eYideQW WhaW VchePaV aUe QRW fXOO\ deYeORSed XQWiO
adXOWhRRd, UefOecWiQg Whe RQgRiQg PaWXUaWiRQ Rf Whe
hiSSR
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hiSSRcaPSXV aQd SUefURQWaO cRUWe[ WhURXghRXW
adROeVceQce.[6] DXe WR WheVe deYeORSiQg aQd
WePSRUaO VchePaV, chiOdUeQ aUe PRUe acceSWiQg Rf
iQfRUPaWiRQ UegaUdOeVV Rf iWV YeUaciW\.[7] 

HRZeYeU, UeVeaUch haV VhRZQ WhaW edXcaWiRQ caQ
haYe aQ iPPeQVe iPSacW RQ cUiWicaO WhiQNiQg
deYeORSPeQW.[8] SWUaWegieV XVed WR eQhaQce cUiWicaO
WhiQNiQg VNiOOV iQcOXde acWiYeO\ eQgagiQg VWXdeQWV
iQ OeaUQiQg, fRcXViQg RQ Whe NQRZOedge acTXiViWiRQ
SURceVV, aQd caVe-baVed aQd cROOabRUaWiYe OeaUQiQg.
[8] A SURVSecWiYe VWXd\ cRPSaUiQg SURbOeP-baVed
OeaUQiQg (PBL) aQd OecWXUeV fRXQd WhaW PBL
VigQificaQWO\ iQcUeaVed WUXWh-VeeNiQg aQd abiOiW\ WR
be V\VWePaWic, Ne\ cRPSRQeQWV Rf cUiWicaO WhiQNiQg.
[9] AddiWiRQaOO\, VRXUce PRQiWRUiQg cXeV WhaW
TXeVWiRQ Whe VRXUce Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ iV aQ effecWiYe
VWUaWeg\ WhaW heOSV chiOdUeQ 6-8-\eaUV-ROd iQ
diffeUeQWiaWiQg beWZeeQ UeaO aQd ficWiRQaO
eYeQWV[10] MRUeRYeU, WeachiQg VNiOOV WR ideQWif\
faNe QeZV iQ VchRROV aQd cRQVWUXcWiQg OegaO
PeaVXUeV WR hROd QeZV RXWOeWV aQd aXWhRUV
accRXQWabOe caQ OiPiW Whe VSUead Rf PiViQfRUPaWiRQ.
[11] AV VXch, SURbOeP-baVed OeaUQiQg, VRXUce
PRQiWRUiQg, aQd chaQgeV WR Whe cXUUicXOXP caQ aOO
SRWeQWiaOO\ aid a chiOdɔV cUiWicaO WhiQNiQg
deYeORSPeQW.  
  
MiViQfRUPaWiRQ haV had deWUiPeQWaO effecWV
WhURXghRXW Whe COVID-19 SaQdePic, UeVXOWiQg iQ
SROaUi]aWiRQ, YacciQe heViWaQc\, aQd gRYeUQPeQWaO
VNeSWiciVP[12] AccRUdiQgO\, iW iV YiWaO WR
iQcRUSRUaWe edXcaWiRQ iQ chiOdUeQɔV cXUUicXOXP
baVed RQ aQ XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf a chiOdɔV
deYeORSPeQW Rf cRgQiWiYe VNiOOV. FURP WheUe,
chiOdUeQ caQ be eTXiSSed ZiWh Whe abiOiWieV aQd
VNiOOV Qeeded WR cRPbaW PiViQfRUPaWiRQ. B\
XQdeUVWaQdiQg eaUO\ cRgQiWiYe deYeORSPeQW, Ze caQ
eQabOe chiOdUeQ WR cUiWicaOO\ eYaOXaWe iQfRUPaWiRQ,
WheUeb\ SUeYeQWiQg Whe haUPfXO iPSacWV Rf
PiViQfRUPaWiRQ RQ VRcieW\ aV a ZhROe.  
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