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h Whi anemia, leukemia, certain types of blood cancer, and

t to reduce lowered immunity. As such, efforts have been made to

i ‘ rejuvenate blood stem cells. A group in Sweden has

succeeded in isolating aged haematopoietic stem

cells (HSCs) using genetic barcoding and reprogram-

ming them into induced pluripotent stem cells in

mice. This group is the first to show the capacity for
functionally old HSCs being reversed to a younger

state.*
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No More AddlCthI’\. British Columbia, Canada

Scientists at the University of British Columbia may
have generated a genetic construct in mice that makes
them immune to cocaine addictions. The mice had an
overexpression of the protein cadherin, an adhesive
protein which binds cells together and strengthens
synapses.’ Stabilization of cadherin in synapses of
dopaminergic neurons  prevents cocaine-induced
changes to the glutamate receptors associated with the
reward circuitry of the brain. As such, the mice lose the
pleasurable memory of cocaine. This new research
addiction may very well

suggests that susceptibility to
have a genetic basis and is not determined solely by

judgment.
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Ross River virus (RRV) has been circulating around the
South pacific since 1979-80. According 10 researchers in
Australia, new evidence demonstrates that it could be
the next mosquito-borne global epidemic. Marsupial
animals, spec'lﬁcauy kangaroos and wallabies, are the
reservoirs of this Virus. Although RRV is not fatal, it
causes rashes, fevers, and sore joints, and can be debili-
tating for months.



