
 ANNE MCKEAGE WAS THE FORMER ARCHIVIST AND 
HISTORY OF HEALTH AND MEDICINE LIBRARIAN OF THE 
HEALTH SCIENCES LIBRARY. WE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
SIT DOWN WITH ANNE AND DISCUSS HER WORK AT MCMASTER. 
CURIOUS TO LEARN MORE ABOUT WHAT GOES ON BEHIND THE 
SCENES, WE ASKED ANNE TO SHARE WITH US HER VARIOUS 
EXPERIENCES IN GATHERING AND ORGANIZING MATERIAL 
FOR THE HISTORY OF HEALTH AND MEDICINE COLLECTION.

COULD YOU PLEASE TELL US ABOUT 
YOUR TIME HERE AT MCMASTER AND 
ABOUT THE HISTORY OF HEALTH AND 
MEDICINE COLLECTION?

KEVIN CHEN1, ASHLEY LAM2

ANNE 
MCKEAGE

INTERVIEW SPOTLIGHT
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 WHAT WAS A REGULAR DAY LIKE AS THE 
ARCHIVIST OF THE HISTORY OF HEALTH 
AND MEDICINE LIBRARY?
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“I LOVE THE PAST ... I WAS VERY 
FORTUNATE THAT I WAS SO FASCINATED 
BY THE SUBJECT MATTER. IN FACT, IT WAS 
REALLY DIFFICULT TO GIVE THE BOOKS 
BACK! I WANTED TO READ EVERYTHING 
SO I DID A LOT OF READING – IT WAS MY 
WEEKEND AND EVENING READING.”
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WHAT SPARKED YOUR INTEREST IN 
THE HISTORY OF THE HEALTH SCIENCES? 
WHAT DO YOU FIND MOST IMPORTANT 
ABOUT YOUR STUDIES?

IT SEEMS LIKE THERE ARE NEW 
ADDITIONS TO THE COLLECTION EVERY 
NOW AND THEN, BUT IF YOU WERE 
TO CHOOSE YOUR FAVOURITE OR 
MOST INTERESTING ITEM FROM THE 
COLLECTION, WHAT WOULD IT BE?

FINALLY, WHAT IS THE BEST WAY 
FOR AN UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT TO 
ENGAGE OR MAKE USE OF THE HISTORY 
OF HEALTH AND MEDICINE COLLECTION?

HOW CAN STUDENTS ACCESS THESE 
RESOURCES?
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