


INTRODUCTION

PATIENT SAFETY AND 
OUTCOMES

Since the advent of legal non-medical prescribing in 1992, the 
number of non-medical prescribers, especially nurses, has been 
rapidly increasing. Although pending legislative development, 
Ontario has followed suit by legally permitting nurses to prescribe 
for non-complex conditions such as immunizations, contraception, 
and travel medicine. Enacted in response to criticisms on the 
quality of primary care and accessibility of necessary medical 
interventions in Ontario, non-medical prescribing is hoped to 
increase clinical effectiveness, quality of care, and job satisfaction 
for nurses, physicians, and allied health professionals. However, 
legitimate concerns have been raised about the safety of nurse 
prescribing and its impact on the coordination of care between 
nurses and physicians.
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PATIENTS’ PERSPECTIVES

NURSES’ PERSPECTIVES
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PHYSICIANS’ PERSPECTIVES

CONCLUSION
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Dr. Hannon is a full-time teaching professor in the School of Nursing at McMaster 
University and a part-time Nurse Practioner (NP) in a Burlington Family Health Team. 
She holds an MPA from Australia and completed her NP and DNP in Buffalo, NY.
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