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Abstract 

This paper is concerned with Maritime Archaic Indian and Intermedi
ate Indian cultures in Labrador and the differences in site distribution 
patterns between these cultural periods. A brief summalY of what is 
currently known about each culture is presented followed by an examina
tion and comparison of site distribution. All known Maritime Archaic 
Indian and Intermediate Indian sites in Labrador are considered here. It 
is shown that over 91 % of known Labrador Maritime Archaic Indian sites 
are located on the coast. In contrast, 56% of known Intermediate Indian 
sites in Labrador are found in the interior. TiJese results support 
suggestions that the beginning of the Intermediate Indian period 
(approximately 3500 B. P.) was a time of ciJange for Indian populations in 
Labrador and that the interior became much more important for Indian 
groups at that time (Fitzhugh 1972; Nagle 1978; Tuck I1.d.). The possible 
meanings of tiJese differences in site distribution patterns are discussed 
and suggestions for future researciJ on this topic are given. 

Get article est concerne par les cultures indiennes indiennes et 
intermediaires arciJai"ques maritimes dans Labrador et les differences 
dans des modeles de distribution d'emplacement entre ces periodes 
culturelles. Un bref sommaire de ce qui est actuellement connu au sujet 
de chaque culture est presente suivi d'un examen et d'une comparaison 
de distribution d·emplacement. Tous les emplacements indiens indiens 
et intermediaires archai"ques maritimes connus dans Labrador sont 
consideres ici. On lui montre que plus de 91% de Labrador connu des 
emplacements indiens archai"ques maritimes sont situes sur la cote. En 
revanche , 56% d'emplacements indiens intermediaires CO/lllUS dans 
Labrador sont trouves dans l'interieur. Ges resultats appuient des 
suggestions ces Ie debut de la periode indienne intermediaire 
(approximativement 3500 B. P.) etait un moment de changement pour les 
populations indiennes de Labrador et cela l'interieur est devenu 
beaucoup plus important pour les groupes indiens a ce moment-Ia 
(Fitzhugh 1972 ; Nagle 1978; Repli 1986). Les significations possibles 
de ces differences dans des modeles de distribution d'emplacement sont 
discutees et des suggestions pour la future recherche sur cette matiere 
sont donnees. 
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Introduction 
The Ma ritime Archaic Indian (MAl) cultural tradition in Labrador 

is associated with coastal sites while many archaeo log ists argue that 
the Intermediate Indian (II) period is marked by an increasing focus 
on the inte ri or. T hese ideas are based on technology used by each 
culture, raw materia ls used fo r the manufacture of stone tools, as 
well as the loca ti ons of sites belonging to each culture. However, 
there has neve r been a deta il ed compari son of site di stributions 
between each group. The obj ectives of thi s pape r are to present a 
background on each of these cultures and to compare MAl and II 
s ite di stribution in Labrado r. Some of the impli ca tions of the 
observed diffe rences in site di stribution between these two periods 
will also be di scussed. Figure I shows the pl aces that are mentioned 
in the text. 

A compari son of MAl and II s ite di stribution in Labrador is velY 
important for lea rning about each of these cultures. Thi s also 
provides in fo rmation about the period between approx imately 3500 
and 2000 B.P. , whi ch is one of the least known pe ri ods in the 
prehi stOlY of the northeast, and which appears to have been a time 
of great changes. Some poss ible explanati ons for why these changes 
occurred at this time are also briefl y di scussed. 

The Maritim e Archaic Indian C ulture in Labrador 
T he MAl cul ture is assoc iated with a di stinct complex of tools, 

which include stemmed points, which were often made with Ramah 
che rt from northern Labrador, g round slate spea rs (o r lances), 
harpoons, as well as woodworking too ls like gouges , adzes, axes 
and ce lts. This culture is also associated wi th ve ry large dwelling 
structures and complex mOlt ualY practi ces. MAl technology, organic 
re ma in s (s uch as sea mamma l bo nes), as we ll as symbo li c 
representat ions of animals found in burial contexts all attest to a 
maritime ori ented way of li fe (Tuck 1975, 1976; Hood 1993). 

Willi am Strong was the first resea rcher to di scover artefacts in 
Labrador that can be att ributed to the MAl culture. He worked on 
the central coast, nea r Hopedale (F igure I) , in the late 1920s and 
collected many stone tools including ground stone gouges, adzes , 
celts as well as stemmed points which we re made out of chipped 
stone. Strong rea li zed that the altefacts he had recovered must have 
been ve lY old . He described the people who had made these too ls as 
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belongi ng to an "old stone culture". Although Strong had no way of 
fi nding out exactly how long ago these tool s had been made, he 
believed that they must have been used by people who we re in 
Labrador before the Inuit and the Innu (Strong 1930; Hood 1993) . 

By the 1950s and 1960s the deve lopment of radiocarbon dating 
technology had made it possib le to date organic material from 
archaeological sites to find out, with a fa ir degreb of accuracy, how 
long ago a particular site or feature (and assoc iated artefacts) had 
been used. Elmer Harp worked in southern Labrador (as well as on 
the Island of Newfoundland) during thi s time and he was the first to 
have organic material fro m MAl sites dated in thi s way (Harp 1963 ; 
Harp and Hughes 1968) . Some of the sites Harp di scovered in the 
Strait of Belle Isle region produced radiocarbon dates as early as 
6000 B.P. (Ha rp 1963; Harp and Huges 1968). These dates provided 
ev idence that Labrador had bee n occupied much earli er than 
previously realized; however, many people found these velY old dates 
di fficult to accept and argued that the charcoa l which had been 
radiocarbon dated could ha ve come from natural forest fire s rather 
than from cultural activity (McGhee and Tuck 1975: II ). Harp 
referred to the cu lture that produced thi s material as "Borea l Archaic" 
using the terminology of hi s time (Harp 1963 ; Harp and Hughes 

1968). 

Figure I : Map Showing the Location of Labrador (Oppersdorff 199 1). 
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The first major archaeologica l proj ects in Labrador began in the 
late 1960s and ea rly 1970s . In 1968, William Fitzhugh began 
working in Hamilton Inlet (F igure 1) in central Labrador (Fitzhugh 
1972). At around the same time , Tuck bega n excavations at a MAl 
cemetery on the northern peninsul a of the Is land of Newfoundland. 
In 1973 , Tuck and McGhee began working in the Stra it of Belle Isle 
region in southem Labrador where Harp had previously discovered 
MAl sites, which had produced very ea rl y dates (McGhee and Tuck 
1975). 

In Groswater Bay, which is the coastal portion of Hamilton Inlet 
(Figure 1), Fitzhugh identified a number of MAl sites and excavated 
MAl habitation sites for the first time. Based on ev idence from this 
area, Fitzhugh defined two MAl complexes and one phase: the Sandy 
Cove Compl ex (6000 - 3800 B.P.) , the Black Island Complex (4200 
B.P.) and the Rattl ers Bight Phase (4000 - 3500 B.P.) It was also at 
thi s time that Fitzhugh first noted the use of Ramah chelt from 
nOlthern Labrador by MAl groups (Fitzhugh 1972) . The fact that 
this material, which comes only from Ramah Bay (F igure I), is found 
in sites dating to the MAl period all along the coast of Labrador, and 
as far away as New England and Maine is evidence for extensive 
trade networks. Fitzhugh argues that the Sandy Cove Complex is 
ancestral to the Rattlers Bi ght Phase but that the Black Island 
Complex represents a different Amerindian population that moved 
into the area from the south . He bases these arguments on the use of 
different raw materi als for stone tool s by Black Island Complex 
groups as well their use of different tool s and tool styles (Fitzhugh 
1975: 11 7). 

In southern Labrador, Tuck and McGhee investigated the sites 
that had been reported by Harp and they also di scovered many more 
MAl sites in the area . They were also able to collect organic material 
from some of these sites for radiocarbon dates. Tuck and McGhee 
we re abl e to show that there is no reason to doubt Harp 's ea rl y 
radiocarbon dates and that MAl groups appea r to ha ve occupied 
southern Labrador by around 8000 years ago. It was at thi s time 
that Tuck and McGhee di scovered a MAl burial mound at L' Anse 
Amour, whi ch conta ined many grave goods and the remains of an 
adolescent who had been buri ed face down. The L'Anse Amour 
burial mound dates to between 7200 and 75 00 B.P. and it is the 
oldest known burial of thi s type in the New World (McGhee and 
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Tuck 1975). 
Archaeologica l research in Labrador continued throughout the 

1970s. During that decade, many MAl sites we re di scovered on the 
central and nOli hern Labrador coasts. Tuck wo rked in no rthern 
Labrador at Saglek Bay at thi s time, and Fitzhugh surveyed from 
the central coast to the Tornga t Mountain region in northem Labrador 
w ith field crews from the Smithsoni an Ins titution (Tuck 1975 ; 
Fitzhugh 1984 ; Fitzhugh et . a l. 1979). It was at thi s time that the 
presence of M Al sites nOlih of the tree line was noted. Trees currently 
grow as fa r nOlih as Napaktok Bay in Labrador (Hood 1993: 166 ; 
Fitzhugh 1978:92-93). 

In hi s 1976 book, Ancient Peop le of Port a ll Cho ix. Tuck 
suggested using the words "Maritime Archaic traditi on" to refer to 
the cultu re that had crea ted the materi al cul ture and used the sites 
di scussed above. This book is concerned with the excava ti on of an 
Archaic cemetelY on the northern peninsul a of Newfoundland where 
the remains of more than one hundred indi viduals were recovered. 
In thi s book, Tuck argues that the designation Maritime Archaic 
tradition could be used to refer to Archai c g roups recogni zed in the 
archaeolog ica l record from Labrador to the Gul f of Maine. Tuck 
saw many simil ariti es in the Archaic s ites throughout thi s large area, 
inc ludin g coas ta ll y ori e n ted sites , marin e m amm al hunting 
technology, and s imilar mortuary practices (Tuck 1976) . Since then 
resea rche rs have rea li zed that there seem to have been regional 
diffe rences between groups in diffe rent areas (Bourque 200 I ; Hood 
1993; Spiess 1993 ; Fitzhugh 2002). In La brador, archaeologists 
now refer to northern branch and southern branch MAl groups (Hood 
1993). Southern bra nch groups occupied the Strait of Bell e Isle 
region of Labrador (as well as the Island of Newfoundland), and 
MAl sites fo und north of Hamilton Inlet are seen as belonging to the 
nOlihem branch. NOlihern and southern branch groups are associated 
with diffe rent stone tool styles as we ll as use of di ffe rent raw materi als 
for these too ls (Hood 1993: 166-1 67) . A lthough there do appea r to 
be reg iona l di ffe rences betwee n MAL groups, as Tuck ( 1976) 
explains, these groups had many things in conmlon. 

T he remains of structures that are associated with the MAl culture 
were di scovered in 1977 and 1978 at Aill ik, near Makkovik in centra l 
Labrador, and at Nulli ak Cove, which is near Hebron in nOlihern 
La brado r. T hey were found by the Smithsoni an Bryn Mawr 
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Archaeologica l Proj ect, headed by William Fitzhugh (Fitzhugh et 
al. 1979 ; Fitzhugh 198 1, 1984) . A ve ry large rectangular structure 
at A illik has been interpreted as a longhouse and thi s site has been 
used to interpret s imilar fea tures at other MA l sites in Labrador such 
as N ulliak Cove (Fitzhugh 1984, 2002) . For thi s reason, the MAl 
culture in La brador is also assoc iated with the remains of extremely 
large stl1lctures that have been interpreted as dwellings (Hood 1993). 

It is al so impol1ant to note that during the late MAl period (a round 
4000 B.P. ), Palaeo-Esk imo groups bega n moving into Labrador and 
into areas that MAl groups had had to themselves for thousands of 
years. In northern Labrador, and particularly on the central coast 
around Nain and Okak, there are many sites belonging to both of 
these velY different peoples. The interrelationships between these 
culturall y, as we ll as e thni call y di s tinc t popul ati ons a re not 
understood - but thi s is a very impot1ant question for those interested 
in Labrador prehi stoty. The relationships between MAl and Pa laeo
Eskimo groups are beyond the scope of thi s paper; however, one 
cannot di scuss the M Al cultural traditi on in Labrador without 
mentioning Palaeo-Eskimo populati ons moving into thi s land by 
around 4000 B.P. Some ha ve argued that Palaeo-Eskimo groups 
had something to do w ith the M Al traditi on appea ring to come to an 
end in Labrador by around 3500 B.P. (Fitzhugh 2002). 

MAl people appea r to have been the first humans to occupy 
Labrador. Archaeo log ica l ev idence suggests that people belonging 
to thi s culture were in Labrador by around 8000 B.P. and this cultural 
tradition appea rs to ha ve persisted until around 3500 B.P. Although 
archaeo logists recognize di ffe rences between northern branch and 
southern branch MAl groups, it is widely accepted that both branches 
were coastall y oriented societies that shared many cultural similarities 
(Fitzhugh 1972, 1975 , 1978, 198 1, 1984, 1985 , 2002; Tuck 1975 , 
1976 , n. d. ; McGhee and Tuck 1975 ; Madden 1976 ; Hood 1993; 
Speiss 1993). 

The Intermediate Indian Pe.-iod in Labrador 
The period between approx imately 3500 B.P. and 2000 B.P. in 

Labrador is currently referred to as the " Intermediate Peri od", and 
thi s is one of the least known times in Labrador prehistoty. Indian 
g roups occupying Labrador during thi s time are refe rred to as 
" Intermediate Indians". Thi s is due to the fact that Fitzhugh di vided 
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the prehistory of Labrador into Early, Intermediate , and Late periods 
(Fitzhugh 1973; Nagle 1978). Indian groups living in Labrador 
between approximately 3500 and 2000 B.P. are seen as intermediate 
between earlier MAl groups and later Recent Indian populations. 

Intel111ed iate period Indian sites were first di scovered in Labrador 
in the Hamilton Inlet area by Fitzhugh during the late 1960s and in 
the Strait of Belle Isle region by Tuck and McGhee in the early 1970s 
(F itzhugh 1972 ; McGhee and Tuck 1975) . Later in the 1970s, more 
extens ive work was done on Indian sites dating to thi s period in 
southern Labrador by Madden ( 1976) and on the central coast by 
Nagle (1978). More recent work on II sites has been done in 
Hamilton Inlet by Neilsen (2006). 

In hi s 1972 monograph, Fitzhugh discusses a rchaeological 
ev idence from Indian s ites in Hamilton Inlet that date to the 
Intermediate period. Based on this evidence, Fitzhugh defined two 
components , three comp lexes , and one phase: the Little Lake 
component (3600 - 3200 B.P.), the Brinex complex (3200 - 3000 
B.P.) , the Charl es complex (3000 - 2700 B.P.) , the Road component 
(2700 - 2300 B.P.), the David Michelin complex (2300 - 1800 B.P.), 
and the North West River phase (2500- 1400 B.P.) (F itzhugh 1972) . 
Fitzhugh explains that the Little Lake component was based on just 
one large stemmed bifacial point, made of quartzite (for which the 
exact context was not known) and a small co llection of artefacts 
from one site (the Cookery site) in North West River (Figure 1). 
Th is co ll ection includes a leaf-shaped biface, severa l biface 
fragments, a tongue-shaped knife , and severa l performs. He writes 
that this culture seemed different from other Intermediate period 
cultures in site elevation (the site was found on a higher and older 
terrace) ; in the types of raw materials used for tool manufacture, 
and the fact that there we re unfamiliar types of tools present in the 
assemblage from the CookelY site (Fitzhugh 1972). Others have 
since argued that these artefacts are more simi lar to Archaic period 
mtefacts than they are to Intermediate period material culture (Tuck 
n.d.; Neilsen 2006). Therefore it is questionable whether this 
component belongs in the Intermediate period at all. 

The Brinex complex was defined based on evidence from four 
sites in Hamilton Inlet. Much of the archaeo logical material 
belonging to this complex was surface co llected by a Mr. Charles 
who li ved in the area so context was not always known. The main 
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tool s from Brinex complex sites are bifacially wo rked knives and 
proj ectil e points. Va ri ous sc rapers as we ll as one drill ha ve also 
been recovered. Different materials including chert from Seal Lake 
(F igure I) deep in the interior, white and red quattzite, and quartz 
are used in toolmak ing (F itzhugh 1972) . 

Ev idence for the economy of Brinex g roups is based on site 
location and the ecol ogy of these area s. Fitzhugh suggests a 
generalized hunting and fishing way of life and he specul ates that 
they may have hunted ca ribou in winter and fished and hunted small 
game in summer on the shore of Lake Melville as we ll as on the 
coast. He argues that the lack of Ramah Chert in Brinex assemblages 
suggests that these groups did not use the coast velY intensive ly 
(1972). 

Fitzhugh defined the Charles complex based on five si tes. No 
red ochre was found in these sites in contrast to the Brinex complex 
sites. Charl es complex groups made both bifacial as we ll as unifacial 
tools which were mainly made out of cherts but banded lavas were 
also utilized. The main tool s recovered from these sites are lanceolate 
bifacial tool blanks, large bifaciall y manufactured kni ves, as well as 
unifacial scrapers and flake tools. The economy of Charles compl ex 
groups appears to have been similar to that of Brine x groups. They 
seem to have had a generalized hunting and fi shing way of life that 
included hunting and fishing in the interior, perhaps in winter, and 
summers may have been spent on the coast or on Lake Melville. A 
focus on the interior seems to be indicated by the almost exclusive 
use of cherts that are believed to be from the Seal Lake area (Fitzhugh 
1972). 

The Road component is based on evidence from a single site at 
North West Rive r in Hamilton Inlet - the Road 2 site. There are 
some differences between thi s component and the earlier Brinex and 
Charles complexes. Artefacts from the Road 2 site are smaller than 
those from the previously di scussed complexes and seem to ha ve 
been velY ca refull y made. Scrapers are made from tri angul ar chelt 
flakes that were radiall y removed from chelt cores. Materials used 
in tool maki ng include chelts, fine grained vo lcanic stone, quartz, 
qualtzites, as well as Ramah chert. The presence of Ramah Chelt at 
thi s site suggests contact with the coast. There is no direct ev idence 
for the economy of the people who had used thi s site and since thi s 
component is based on on ly one site it is velY di ffic ult to say much 
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about settlement and subsistence patterns. Based on the location of 
the site, F itzhugh suggests a similar economic as well as settlement 
and subsistence pattern to Brinex and Charles groups with increased 
use of, or contact with the coast, based on the presence of Ramah 
Chert ( 1972) . 

The David Michelin Complex is based on evidence from two 
sites in Hamilton Inlet - the David Michelin site and the Hound 
Pond 1 site. Artefacts recovered from these sites include large bifacial 
knives, stemmed points, as well as a number of utilized flakes and 
scrapers . Fitzhugh suggests that thi s complex also had similar 
settlement and subsistence patterns to Brinex and Charles complex 
groups. This includes use of rivers as well as the coast in summer 
for fishing , birding, and small game hunting. The winter months, 
he argues, were probably spent on the interior where caribou would 
have been hunted. Most m1efacts from these sites were made of 
interior Seal Lake Chet1S, but small amounts of Ramah chert were 
also present. Fitzhugh suggests that David Michelin Complex groups 
may have also hunted seals on the coast in slimmer (1972). 

The North West River phase was defined based on data collected 
from eight sites in Hamilton Inlet, the most important of which is 
the Sid Blake site in North West River (Figure I) . Four more of 
these sites are also located in North West Ri ver, and three others 
were identified on the coast in Groswater Bay. Stone tool s collected 
from these sites include stemmed bifaces, fl ake tools, asynunetric 
bifaces, and core scrapers. Fitzhugh (1972) refers to thi s technology 
as being very simple and argues that North West Ri ver phase groups 
must have made many tools out of bone that did not survive. The 
vast majority of tool s recovered were made out of loca l quat1zite 
but some other material s (quat1z, red quartz ite, banded lava, and 
Ramah chert) were present. It appears that these groups made use 
of both the coast as well as the interior. Evidence suggests that 
interior hunting took place in winter, and that fishing was the main 
act ivi ty during the sunUller months (Fitzhugh 1972; Neilsen 2006). 

The picture presented by Fitzhugh (1972) of thi s period is quite 
complicated. He suggests that the Intermediate period was a time of 
great cultural di vers ity arguing that Indian groups from the interior 
were moving towards the coast of Labrador. He argues that this was 
a time of change and that groups were moving into Labrador from 
places like Quebec, Ontario, or from pat1s of America such as Maine 
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or New England. He suggests that there would have been repeated 
population replacements and ex tinctions in thi s area during thi s 
period (Fitzhugh 1972). 

Since thi s initial work by Fitzhugh ( 1972) , researchers have 
argued that Brinex and Charles complex groups actual ly belonged 
to the same culture that changed over time (Nagle 1978; Neilsen 
2006). Nagle (1978), who examined 14 Intermediate period Indian 
sites on the central coast between Cape Harri son and Hebron, argues 
that the "Saunders complex" can be used when referring to either 
Brinex complex groups or Charles complex groups on the central 
coast. Neilsen (2006) , who has recentl y excavated II s ites in 
Hamilton Inlet, nea r Goose Bay, has argued that Nagle's (1978) 
terminology should also be used in Hamilton Inlet as well (Neilsen 
2006). Therefore, it now seems that the tell11S "Brinex complex" 
and "Charles complex" can be replaced by "Saunders complex" 
which simplifies things a littl e. Neil sen (2006) has al so argued that 
the Road component can be included with the Charles complex since 
the Road 2 site is very close to a major Charles complex site and the 
Road 2 s ite was heavily disturbed by a bulldozer. It is possible that 
the material found at the Road 2 site was moved by the bulldoze r 
from the nearby Charles complex site. Neilsen also found Road 
component type material culture in a Charles complex site that he 
excavated in Hamilton Inlet (2006) . 

Tuck and McGhee also identified s ites dating to the Intermediate 
Period on the south coast of Labrador during the ea rly 1970s 
(McGhee and Tuck 1975). Marcie M. Madden later excavated two 
of the sites in the Strait of Belle Isle reg ion, one of which had 
originally been found by Harp , and the other had been di scove red 
by Tuck and McGhee (McGhee and Tuck 1975 ; Madden 1976). At 
these two sites, the Black Rock Brook site and the Iceberg site, 
Madden found evidence for at least ten di stinct cultural components 
which produced radiocarbon dates from around 3500 B.P. to 2000 
B.P. - the entire II period. She refers to these as "Late Archaic" 
sites (Madden 1976). 

B ased on the evidence from the two sites described above , 
Madden suggests cultural continuity in Labrador from approximately 
8000 years ago up to the present (1976). Madden explains that Tuck 
and McGhee had previously argued for cultural continuity in southern 
Labrador from approximate ly 8000 - 4500 B.P. based on the 
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evolution of stone point style in the area (McGhee and Tuck 1975). 
She convincingly argues that this long tradition continued into the 
historic period (and up to the present) based on her perception that 
the new stone point styles that are observed in this area appear to 
have developed from the styles that had previously been used in the 
same area . Madden also argues that MAl and II groups had similar 
settlement patterns and economic adaptations (1976). 

Madden also notes that the raw materials used in the manufacture 
oflntermediate period stone tools change through time. During the 
early part of the Intermediate period, a coarse-grained chert is used , 
which is described as being "patinated" or "pitted" and being brown 
to white in color. Later on in the Intermediate period, Indian groups 
begin to use more fine-grained cherts. After approximately 2900 
B.P. , II groups in Labrador mainly use Ramah chert from Ramah 
Bay in northern Labrador for ch ipped stone tools (Madden 1976). 

The only features that ha ve been found in II sites in Labrador 
have been hearth features . Some sites on the central coast had as 
many as thirty hearth features (Nagle 1978). Some of the heatihs 
found on the south coast of Labrador which date to the II period 
were quitc large; the largest being 1-1.5 meters wide and about 4 
meters long (Madden 1976). No 11 period features ha ve yet been 
interpreted as dwellings. 

In an unpubli shed draft manuscript, Tuck (n.d.) summarizes most 
of what is known about the Intermediate period in Labrador. He 
explains how Fitzhugh and Nagle both argue that the interior became 
much more impoliant to Indian g roups during this period than it had 
been previously. This is based on the fact that so many II sites had 
been found in the interior in Hamilton Inlet, and a lso because cheti 
from the Seal Lake area (which is even further inland than the sites 
just mentioned) had been extensive ly used by II groups (Tuck n.d. ; 
Fitzhugh 1972, 2002; Nagle 1978). 

Another important aspect of this period, once aga in , has to do 
with Pa laeo-Eskimo groups. Tuck (n.d.) explains that evidence 
suggests that II groups occupied parts of the Labrador coast at least 
as far notih as Okak (in fact II sites have since been fou nd in notihern 
Labrador as well ). It has been suggested that Saunders complex 
groups might have displaced Pre-Dorset groups on the central coast 
(Fitzhugh 2002). After approximately 2700 B.P. , however, there is 
no longer any indication that II people were occupying this area. At 
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the sa me time there is a great dea l of evidence for Groswater Paleo
Eskimo groups on the central coast. It has a lso been suggested that 
Groswater peoples ma y have di splaced Saunders complex groups 
in this area (Fitzhugh 2002) . It is interesting that after approximately 
2900 B.P. , II groups to the south began to re ly more and more on 
Ramah chert from northern Labrador for stone tool manu facture. 
This could be seen as ev idence that II groups were regularly traveling 
to Ramah Bay to procure thi s material, or that they were trading 
with Palaeo-Eskimo peoples (Tuck n.d. ). 

The Intermediate period in Labrador seems to have been a time 
of great change . Not1hern branch MAl groups disappear from the 
archaeological record after aro und 3500 B .P. and in southern 
Labrador there are fewer Indian sites on the coast during thi s period 
than during MAl times and these sites conta in fewer artefacts. 
Madden ( 1976) , for example, found only 260 artefacts in the two 
sites she excavated which had 10 di screte II components dating from 
around 3500 - 2000 B.P. The ground-stone too ls that we re so 
imp0l1ant to MAl groups appea r to no longe r ha ve been used during 
thi s period. The elaborate mortu ary ce remoniali sm whi ch is 
associated with the MAl peri od also seems to be absent after around 
3500 B.P. (Tuck n.d.). Once again, researchers have argued that the 
interior becomes much more importa nt at this time (F itzhugh 1972 ; 
Nagle 1978). Nagle ( 1978) explains how east to west and west to 
east movement became important fo r Indian groups in Labrador 
during the Intermediate period. Thi s seems di ffe rent from MAl 
movement, which appears to have been mainly from south to north 
and north to south (Nagle 1978) . It has also been suggested that thi s 
may ha ve been a time of cultural turmoil for Indian groups in 
Labrador (Tuck n.d.). It is not understood why such great changes 
seem to have occurred after 3500 B.P., although it may have been a 
time when the environment was changing and when new populations 
were moving into thi s reg ion (Tuck n.d.) . 

The Distributio d of Maritime Archaic and Intermediate Indian 
Sites in Labrado.· 

In order to examine changes between the MAl and II peri ods in 
Labrador, I have looked at the distribution of sites belonging to each 
culture. These types of studi es have been done on the Island of 
Newfoundl and by researchers such as Pasto re ( 1986) , Schwa rz 
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( 1994), Bell and Renouf (2003) , and Renouf and Bell (in press). 
Pastore ( 1986) was the first to compare the places where people 
belonging to different cultures chose to li ve in Newfoundland. 
Schwarz ( 1994) later looked more closely at the differences between 
Recent Indian and Pa laeo-Eskimo settl ement and subsistence based 
on site di stribution patterns. Schwarz was able to consider more 
sites in hi s study (because more sites had been identified by that 
time) and he also used stati stica l anal ys is to show that a lthough 
Pastore 's resul ts were not statisticall y significant, when interior sites 
were con side red as we ll the res ult s sho we d ve ry s ig nificant 
differences in Palaeo-Eskimo and Recent Indian settlement patterns 
(Schwa rz 1994:64-68) . Renouf and Bell (i n press; Bell and Renouf 
2003) look at MAl site distribution on the Island of Newfoundland 
with regards to relati ve sea leve ls in order to develop a model for 
predicting the locations of MAl sites (in press; Bell and Renouf 
2003) . 
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Figure 2: Marit ime Arc haic Ind ian Site Di stribution (i-lull 2006a) 
f igure 3: Intermediate Indian Si te Di stribution in Labrador (I-lull 2006b) 

F or thi s project, 1 have looked at all the known MAl sites and a ll 
the known II si tes in Labrador and compared the number of sites 
found on the coast to the number of sites found in the interior for 
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each culture. I have followed Schwa rz's exa mple and used stati sti cs 
to show the signifi cance of the results I am presenting (1994). This 
type of study has not prev iously been done with MAl and II sites in 
Labrador. 

F igure 2 shows the locations of all the known MAl sites in 
Labrador and Figure 3 shows all the known II sites in Labrador. 
Figure 4 shows the di stribution of sites belonging to both of these 
cultures. In order to pl ace sites belonging to each cul ture into each 
categOlY (coastal versus interior), I have used a macro-sca le approach 
which invo lved going through all the sites belonging to these cu ltures 
whi ch a re li sted in the Prov inc ia l Archaeo logy Office (PAO) 
(Depmiment of Tourism and Recreation) database and using the index 
sheet for the National Topograp hic System Maps of Canada which 
shows I :50,000 scale maps of Labrador. The map number for each 
site is li sted in the PAO database and thi s was used along with other 
information from PAO site reco rd forms to place each site into one 
of the two categori es (coastal or interior) (F igure 5) . Sites located 
approx imately 30 km or more from the coast were considered to be 
in the interior (Schwa rz 1994). 

,o.! 

1 . . • . 

k<" .:~.".: 
.... . 1 ', -

Figure 4: SholVing the Location s of a ll KnolVn Mar itime Archaic Indian and 

Intermediate Indian Sites in Labrador (H ull 2006c) 
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Four hundred and sixty-two (9 1 %) of all known M Al sites in 
Labrador are located on the coast, while fo rty-four (9%) are fo und 
in the interi or. There are currently 506 known M Al sites in Labrador. 
In contras t to the M Al pattern of s ite di stributi on, only eighty-one 
(44%) of the one hundred and eighty-three known II s ites are on the 
coast, whil e one hundred and two (56%) II sites. are loca ted in the 
interi or. These results are summari zed in Figure l5. 

Culture Coas t Interior 

MAl 462 (9 1 %) 44 (9%) 

II 81 (44 %) 102 (5 6%) 

DF = l Xl = 177.920 a = 0.0001 

Figure 5: Ma ritime Archaic Indian and In te rmed iate Indian Si te Di stributions in 
Labrador 

A chi- square test has been used here to show that there are 
extremely signi ficant differences in site di stribution between the M Al 
and the II periods in Labrador (Figure 5) . Stati stically, the possibili ty 
that these differences are the result of random chance is less than 
0.0001 %. 

Discussion 
T he information presented here strongly suppOli s the hypothesis 

that the II peri od was a time of great settl ement change in La brador. 
More than 90% of all known MAl sites are located on the coast 
whil e 56% of known II s ites are in the interi or. These results al so 
strongly support the argument that the interior became much more 
important at thi s ti me. Why these changes occurred beginning at 
around 3500 B.P. is a velY impOliant question that researchers can 
curre nt ly onl y speculate about. Environmenta l assessments by 
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Fitzhugh and Lamb ( 1985 :366, 367) suggest that there were no major 
changes in marine or terrestri al environments at thi s time on the 
centra l and northern coastal areas of La brado r. It is poss ibl e , 
however, that environmental changes could have occurred in the 
interior that might be diffi cult to detect through studi es of vegetation 
(Tuck n.d.). It is possible that ca ribou popul ations increased around 
thi s time. It is a lso poss ibl e that even if there we re no maj or 
env ironmenta l changes at thi s time, small sca le flu ctuati ons in 
temperatures could have made marine resources less predi ctable than 
they had been in the past (Renouf 1993) . 

Another poss ibl e explanation for the obse rved changes in MA l 
and II site di stributions is cultural. New peopl es such as Palaeo
Eskimo groups, and possibly other Indian popul ations from west 
and south of Labrador were moving into the area at this time. It al so 
seems likely that it was during the II period that much of the interior 
would have been free from glacial ice and therefore access ible to 
humans for the first time (JWEL 2000:i). 

I must admit that I was surpri sed by the number of II sites known 
in Labrador. The literature often makes it seem like thi s was a time 
when Indian groups were occupying Labrador much less intensi ve ly 
than they had been during the MAl period . However, the MAl period 
is approx imately three times as long as the II period but there are 
less than three times as many known MAl sites in Labrador. The 
fact that more II sites have been found in the interi or than on the 
coast, and so little work has been done inland suggests that in the 
future the proportion of known II sites wi II be even higher. 

In any case, it appea rs that II g roups and MAl groups had very 
different economies. MAl groups seem to have been very focused 
on marine resources whereas II groups appea r to have used both 
coasta l the interior resources. Archaeological ev idence suggests that 
MAl technology and settl ement patterns were very speciali zed while 
II g roups appear to ha ve been more generali zed in their technology 
and way ofli fe (Tuck n.d.; Fitzhugh 1972; Nagle 1978; Hood 1993 ; 
Neil sen 2006). 

It would be interesting to see fUl1her compari sons of MAl and II 
s ite di stributions from smaller-scale perspecti ves . Resea rchers could 
focus on paI1icuiar parts of Labrador and perhaps present an accurate 
pi cture of the use of inner versus outer coastal, and near coastal 
interi or versus deep interior areas by MAl and II peoples. It would 
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also be interesting to see how sites are related to geographical fea tures 
such as rivers. There is much more work to be done in order to 
increase the current understanding of how things changed in Labrador 
around 3500 B.P. 

Conclusion 
T his paper has been a di scussion of MAl and II site di stribution 

in Labrador. A brief summary of each of these cultural pe ri ods has 
been presented to provide a background for the information on site 
di stributi on that is g iven here. Some ideas for future resea rch on 
thi s subj ect have also been suggested. In addition, some of the 
implications of the differences in site di stribution patterns during 
each peri od have been touched upon, and some possible explanations 
fo r why these changes occurred have also been menti oned. 

T hi s compari son of MAl and II site di stribution in Labrador 
provides ev idence that supports the idea that the Labrador interior 
became much more important to Indian groups beginning around 
3500 B.P. (Fitzhugh 1972; Nagle 1978) . Thi s information a lso 
supports the hypothesis that the II period was a time of change for 
Indian populations ill Labrador (F itzhugh 1972 ; Nagle 1978; Tuck 
n.d .). The number of sites belonging to MAl groups and II groups 
which were examined in thi s paper suggests that Labrador as a whole 
was occupied with a similar intensity during the II period as before. 
However, it has been shown here that contrary to Madden's ( 1976) 
statements that MAl and II settlement and economy ,vas the same, it 
in fa ct was not. MAl and II g roups appea r to have had very di ffe rent 
adaptations to Labrador. Unfoltunately, archaeologists can still only 
speculate about why these changes occurred at that ti me. 
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