A Letter from the Editor


Spectrum has always served as a place for McMaster students to pour out their hearts, minds, and notebooks, elevating both the creative and critical works of Marauders across campus. Though the magazine is run by our English and Cultural Studies Undergraduate Society (MECSUS), we believe in fostering and celebrating the literary ambitions of all students, leading to a diverse collection of submissions for readers to engage with and enjoy.
Over the last few years, MECSUS has worked tirelessly to cultivate a community that creates opportunities and experiences for students to come together, form friendships, and connect over a shared love and appreciation for the wide world of literary endeavours. It has been immensely rewarding to observe the bonds built through MECSUS outreach and the last few issues of the journal—which brings us to my thank-you’s.
To our incredible review and editorial team: Like me, many of you undertook this project as a labour of love in the final semester of your undergraduate degree, and a year later despite having graduated, are still here to see through the success and publication of this volume. Not only am I thankful for the endless hours you spent reviewing, copy-editing, and polishing submissions, but for your dedication to MECSUS and Spectrum, alike. I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for all your efforts in the cultivation and creation of this magazine journal—without you none of this would have been impossible. 
To Raphaela, our supervising PhD student: When I decided I wanted to try and run another volume of Spectrum, I was completely in the dark about how to proceed with the journal publication process. Your commitment to showing our team the ropes and overseeing the creation of this volume helped to keep Spectrum alive and was so inspiring to witness. From the day we started working on this next issue, you selflessly took on endless communications and tasks that were outside the realm of your responsibilities. I cannot express how important your support has been to the entirety of this process. Thank you for making this happen.
To Dr. Cathy Grisé: Thank you for endlessly and enthusiastically nurturing the creativity in all of us. Your support in and out of class has been monumental to the success of our writing and to Spectrum as a whole. You inspire us in every class and conversation, and for that, we thank you.
Lastly, dear reader, thank you for opening and supporting this volume of Spectrum. We hope you enjoy the gifts and perspectives your peers have to offer. Happy reading!


Emily-Anne Maiorano
Spectrum Editor-in-Chief, 2024-2025
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